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pest populations. The hypothesis was
soon confirmed.

By preventing regular reproduction,
they began seeing results immediately,
and in 1982, the screwworm fly was de-
clared completely eradicated in the
U.S. Since this breakthrough, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture has
partnered with countries throughout
the Western Hemisphere to continue
eradicating screwworm flies and pre-
venting reinfestation.

The technique pioneered by Bushland
and Knipling saved the cattle industry
an estimated $20 billion since its imple-
mentation and has been applied to var-
ious insect species since. Today, sci-
entists are using the same technique to
combat the spread of the Zika virus.
This feat is lauded as one of the most
important developments in pest con-
trol, as well as one of the first peaceful
uses of nuclear radiation.

Bushland’s work represents a pin-
nacle of scientific achievement that
helped pave a new era of food security
and public health. His curiosity, perse-
verance, and ingenuity continue to be a
source of inspiration for students in
South Dakota and across the country.
For his commitment to science, edu-
cation, and society, we thank him.e

————

RECOGNIZING MORRIS & DICKSON
CO. LLC

e Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, often-
times the truest test of a small
business’s strength is its longevity. In
Louisiana, our small businesses have
worked through countless challenges
and survived for generations to im-
prove the lives of their neighbors and
make substantial contributions to the
economy. In honor of their 175th anni-
versary, I would like to present Morris
& Dickson Co. LLC of Shreveport, LA,
with the Senate Small Business Legacy
Award for the important achievements
of this Louisiana-based small business
success story.

In 1841, John Worthington Morris
opened J. W. Morris & Co., an inde-
pendent pharmacy in downtown
Shreveport, LA. Working out of a sin-
gle riverfront warehouse, J.W. first re-
ceived goods by steamboat from New
Orleans and, with the help of his broth-
er, Thomas Henry, ran his namesake
small business until his death 12 years
later. A second generation of the Mor-
ris family continued J.W.’s legacy until
Claudius Dickson bought the business
in 1899, renaming it to be Morris &
Dickson Co. Claudius worked with
members of the Morris family to grow
their wholesale pharmaceutical busi-
ness. As technology improved, with
new railway lines and gasoline-powered
trucks, Morris & Dickson Co. embraced
the revolutionary improvements to dis-
tribute their pharmaceuticals in Lou-
isiana and the surrounding States.

In order to survive the Civil War, the
Great Depression, as well as the day-
to-day struggles of running a success-
ful business, the leaders of Morris &
Dickson Co. took advantage of each
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technological improvement to ensure
the company would stay afloat.

It wasn’t until the 1980s that Morris
& Dickson Co. grew exponentially and
became a nationally recognized com-
petitor. At the time, Morris & Dickson
Co. was working out of the same build-
ing it had first moved into in 1905.
Nearly eight decades later, they were
still transporting goods in a manual
freight elevator and used a dumbwaiter
or rope bucket to send orders upstairs.
Claudius’s son Markham Allen Dickson
recognized that major changes had to
be made and, much like his prede-
cessors, had an immense respect for
technology’s growing influence. M. Al-
len’s foresight and ingenuity allowed
the family-owned business to grow to
become the region’s leading wholesale
drug distributor. He moved the com-
pany out of downtown Shreveport and
utilized the early use of computers.
Under his leadership, Morris & Dickson
Co. exploded on the national wholesale
pharmaceutical scene. By 2013, Morris
& Dickson Co. was the fourth largest
pharmaceutical distributor in the Na-
tion.

Still driven by the 175-year-old ambi-
tion to elevate the standard of patient
care for their neighbors and commu-
nity, today Morris & Dickson Co. is run
by M. Allen’s son, Paul Dickson. Mor-
ris & Dickson Co. has a well-earned
reputation for persevering through
many hardships by embracing innova-
tion in order to harness the power of an
ever-changing economy and increas-
ingly technology-driven world.

Today, Morris & Dickson Co. pro-
vides operational and logistic innova-
tion support for independent phar-
macies. This includes everything from
ontime delivery of pharmaceutical in-
ventory to inventory management soft-
ware. With Morris & Dickson Co.’s
help, independent pharmacies in 14
States can focus on supporting and im-
proving the health of their local com-
munities, while also remaining finan-
cially solvent.

This Shreveport-based family-run
business is a great example of the
American Dream in action, and compa-
nies like Morris & Dickson certainly
serve as role models for the next gen-
eration of entrepreneurs. I congratu-
late the hard-working folks at Morris
& Dickson Co. LLC on 175 years in busi-
ness and for the well-deserved honor of
the Senate Small Business Legacy
Award.e

———

TRIBUTE TO MISSISSIPPI’'S
OLYMPIANS AND PARALYMPIANS

e Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, today I
wish to congratulate the Mississippians
who competed in the Olympics and
Paralympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
They have indeed made us proud.

One of our Olympic all-stars—Tori
Bowie—came home with a complete set
of medals, earning bronze, silver, and
gold in track-and-field events. Tori is
from Sandhill, a community in Rankin
County, and attended the University of
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Southern Mississippi. She earned her
bronze medal in the 200-meter, her sil-
ver in the 100-meter, and her gold in
the 4x100-meter relay.

Another track-and-field star, Sam
Kendricks, also made news headlines
for both his bronze medal in pole vault
and a powerful moment of patriotism.
During the qualifying round, the sec-
ond lieutenant in the Army Reserve
stopped sprinting during his pole vault
attempt to stand at attention when he
heard ‘‘the Star-Spangled Banner.”
Sam is from Oxford and attended the
University of Mississippi.

Gulfport native Brittney Reese made
history at the 2012 London games,
where she became the first American
woman to win a gold medal in long
jump in more than 20 years. She did
not leave Rio empty-handed. The six-
time world champion and Ole Miss
alumna earned a silver medal in her
third Olympics.

Rounding out Mississippi’s roster was
Ricky Robertson of Hernando, a former
track-and-field star at the University
of Mississippi who competed in high
jump at his first Olympics.

For 10 other athletes, the road to Rio
went through Mississippi. These tal-
ented individuals have made our State
home as alumni, students, or coaches
at our universities. Congratulations
are in order for Gwen Berry, Mateo Ed-
ward, Marta Freitas, Antwon Hicks,
Anaso Jobodwana, Mariam Kromah,
Brandon McBride, Raven Saunders,

Khadijah Suleman, and Michael
Tinsley.
Following the Olympics, Mississip-

pians again turned to Rio to cheer for
our local all-stars in the 2016
Paralympic Games. Charlie
Swearingen from Gulfport competed on
the sitting volleyball team, which fin-
ished eighth. He joined two-time
Paralympians Joey Brinson from Flor-
ence and Shaquille Vance from Hous-
ton, who had earned a silver medal in
2012. Joey finished ninth in his cat-
egory of wheelchair fencing, and
Shaquille finished fourth in the men’s
T42 200-meter run.

The Olympics and Paralympics are
an inspiring showcase of international
goodwill and sportsmanship. These
Mississippians have represented us well
on the world stage, and I have no doubt
they will continue to succeed in their
future endeavors.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:02 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 670. An act to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to extend the Medicaid
rules regarding supplemental needs trusts
for Medicaid beneficiaries to trusts estab-
lished by those beneficiaries, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 3937. An act to designate the building
utilized as a United States courthouse lo-
cated at 150 Reade Circle in Greenville,
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